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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Castle  Donington 

* 

Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Twelfth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  general  sanitary  conditions  of  this 
district  ; also,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  I will  endeavour,  so  far  as  possible,  to  give  you  an  account 
of  the  work  that  has  been  done,  under  your  direction,  in  the 
period  above  referred  to,  together  with  other  matters,  connected 
with  the  public  health,  that  have  been  brought  under  my  notice 
during  the  aforesaid  time. 

On  the  whole,  the  general  health  of  the  district  during  the 
past  year  (1925)  has  been  very  good.  Considerably  more  than  a 
third,  but  less  than  half,  of  the  deaths  recorded  occurred  in  persons 
over  seventy  years  of  age,  and  there  has  been  a remarkable 
freedom  from  ordinary  infectious  disease.  In  November  and 
December  last,  one  notifiable  disease,  Pneumonia,  was  prevalent. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  14,486  acres,  over  twenty-two 
square  miles. 


The  average  elevations  above  sea  level  are  : — 


Hemington 
Castle  Donington 
Diseworth 
Isley  Walton 
Breedon  ... 
Kegworth 


100  feet 
220  „ 
183  „ 

319  „ 

250  „ 

146  „ 


The  principal  geological  formations  are  : — 

Breedon. — Keuper  sandstone  and  marl,  carboniferous  lime- 
stone. 


Castle  Donington. — Keuper  sandstone  and  marl. 
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Kegworth. — Keuper  sandstone  and  marl. 

Diseworth,  Hemington,  and  Isley  Walton. — New  red  marl. 

Lockington. — Alluvium  principally,  but  the  village  stands 
on  new  red  marl. 

The  rateable  value  in  April,  1925,  was  £41,939,  consisting  of 
agricultural  land,  £20,354 ; buildings  and  other  hereditaments, 
£21,585;  assessable  value,  £26,675. 

A penny  in  the  pound  rate  represents  £111. 

The  principal  industries  are  agriculture,  basket  making, 
hosiery  (making  and  embroidering),  and  quarries. 

No  imported  labour  for  fruit  or  pea  picking  is  employed  in 
the  district. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — At  the  1911  Census  the  population  was  6,416, 
and  in  1921  it  was  6,379,  a decrease  of  31  during  the  ten  years. 
The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  about  1,500.  The  number  of 
families  is  1,549. 

Births. — One  hundred  and  twenty  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  111  in  1924,  giving  a birth 
rate  for  the  year  of  18-81  per  thousand  of  the  population.  Of  the 
children  born  during  the  year,  59  were  males  and  61  were  females. 
One  male  and  two  females  were  illegitimate.  The  birth  rate  for 
the  year  for  England  and  Wales  was  18-3  per  thousand. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  occurring  in 
the  District  was  81,  as  compared  with  70  in  1924.  This  gives 
an  average  annual  death  rate  of  12-68  per  thousand  of  the  popu- 
lation. One  boy  and  two  girls  died  during  their  first  year,  all 
legitimate.  In  the  previous  year,  three  boys  and  two  girls  died 
during  their  first  year  ; one  boy  was  illegitimate. 

The  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  was  39. 

The  Zymotic  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 


M.  F. 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  4 2 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  2 0 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  3 3 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was  30,  viz.  : — 


Pneumonia 

...  18 

Rate 

per 

thousand,  2-83 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  2 

>5 

>> 

„ -31 

Puerperal  Fever 

...  1 

55 

> > 

„ 15 

Diphtheria 

...  3 

5 5 

•47 

Erysipelas 

...  2 

55 

5 5 

„ -31 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  4 

55 

55 

•62 

Below  is  the  table  of  Infectious  and'  Zymotic  Diseases 


occurring  in  1925  and  the  five 

1920. 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  1 

Malarial  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  3 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  10 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  0 
Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  0 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  7 


previous  years. 

1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925 
0 0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 3 2 4 3 

6 23  7 7 18 

2 9 1 14  4 

2 0 10  2 
1110  0 
0 110  2 
10  7 9 6 6 


Of  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  in  1925,  four  were  living 
at  Castle  Donington,  one  at  Wilson,  and  one  at  Kegworth.  The 
following  two  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  the  disease. 

Place.  Sex.  Age.  Employment. 

Castle  Donington  ...  M.  59  Painter. 

,,  ,,  ...  M.  60  Clerk  at  flour  mills. 

(The  latte:  did  not  reside  in  this  area.) 

During  the  six  years  no  case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified. 

Three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  two  of  Diphtheria  were  sent 
to  hospital  during  the  year. 
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The  hospital  accommodation  provided-  for  the  infectious  cases 
in  this  area  is  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculosis. — Patients  are  sent  to  the  Loughborough  and 
Hinckley  Dispensaries,  and  to  the  Coalville  and  Mowsley  Sanatoria 
Institutions  under  the  Leicestershire  County  Council.  Contri- 
bution ordered,  £1  per  annum.  The  expense  of  maintenance  is 
defrayed  by  the  District  Council,  when  the  patients  cannot  pay  for 
themselves. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — Nothing  is  done  officially 
in  this  matter. 


Fever. — Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  The  following  is  the 
hospital  provision  available  in  such  cases  : — 

Permanent  Hospitals. 

Blaby  Hospital — erected  to  provide 16  bed'. 

Hinckley  Hospital — erected  to  provide  ...  20  ,, 

Melton  Hospital — erected  to  provide  ...  ...  20  „ 


Temporary  Hospitals. 

Allowing  12  ft.  square  for  each  bed,  the  temporary  hospitals 
provide  space  as  follows  : — 


Loughborough  Hospital — for  about 
Ibstock  Hospital — for  about 
Swannington  Hospital — for  about 
Moira  Hospital  


9 beds. 


12 

4 

6 


5 5 

55 


f » 


Small  Pox  cases  are  handed  over  to  the  Leicestershire  Small 
Pox  Hospital  Committee,  who  bear  a proportion  of  the  maintenance 
expenses. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  in  the  District  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  and  homeless  children.  These  cases, 
when  necessary,  are  admitted  into  the  Union  Workhouse  Infirmary 
at  Shardlow.  Patients  are  removed  to  the  hospitals  in  the  Leicester- 
shire County  Council  Ambulance  vans  in  all  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  but  there  is  no  provision  made  for  non-infectious  cases. 
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The  following  statement  will  give  some  idea  of  the  amount  of 
Poor  Law  Relief  administered  in  this  area  : — 


Half-Year  ending  March  31st,  192G. 
OUTDOOR  RELIEF. 


Parish  of 

Type  of  Case. 

No.  OF 
Persons. 

CO 

W 

Amounts. 

£ s-  d' 

Men. 

Wo- 

men. 

Chil- 

dren. 

< 

o 

Breedon-on-the- 

Hill 

Ordinary  Cases  ... 
Able-bodied  Cases... 

80 

12 

G 

2 

8 

1G 

9 

Castle  Donington 

Ordinary  Cases  . . . 

112 

11 

6 

10 

18 

22 

22 

Able-bodied  Cases... 

12 

8 

0 

4 

4 

8 

4 

Diseworth  

Ordinary  Cases  ... 
Able-bodied  Cases... 

15 

8 

0 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Hemington  

Ordinary  Cases  . . . 

35 

5 

G 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Able-bodied  Cases... 

1 

7 

G 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Lockington  

Ordinary  Cases  ... 
Able-bodied  Cases... 

12 

16 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Kegworth  

Ordinary  Cases  ... 

120 

3 

0 

4 

4 

12 

17 

Able-bodied  Cases... 

6 

18 

G 

3 

3 

10 

3 

(No  Relief  for  Parishes  of  Isley  Walton  and  Langley  Priory.) 


Admissions  to  Institution  (Shardlow),  Castle  Donington  Parishes, 
Half-Year  ended  March  31st,  192G. 

3 men,  3 women,  and  1 child. 

An  excellent  up-to-date  Hospital  Pavilion  has  been  recently 
erected  at  Shardlow,  containing  more  than  one  hundred  beds, 
provided  for  poor  law  and  other  suitable  patients  residing  in  the 
District.  It  was  opened  in  the  autumn  of  1925,  and  already  not 
only  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  inmates  of  the  Union  Work- 
house,  but  will  be  a boon  to  many  others. 

There  are  no  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the 
District,  nor  Day  Nurseries,  nor  School  Clinics.  The  provision 
for  Tuberculous  patients  has  been  already  referred  to.  Venereal 
Diseases  are  treated  at  the  neighbouring  large  hospitals,  chiefly  at 
Derby. 

The  salary  of  Public  Health  Officers  is  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 
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Mid  wives. — There  is  no  employment  of,  nor  subsidy  to, 
practising  midwives  by  the  local  authority.  The  trained  midwives 
practising  at  Kegworth,  Breedon,  Disewrorth,  and  Lockington,  are 
provided  for  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  The  same  applies  to 
professional  nursing  in  the  home. 

Preventive  Measures. — So  far  as  possible,  during  1925 
and  the  preceding  years,  precautions  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  infectious  disease.  Infected  houses  have  been 
visited,  and  printed  sheets  left  giving  instructions  as  to  the  care  of 
the  patients  and  the  means  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  conveyance 
of  the  illness  to  others.  Post-cards  have  been  supplied,  to  be  sent 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  at  the  termination  of  the  infected 
stage.  The  premises  have  been  stoved,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  stoving  has  been  done  by  means  of 
Formalin  Vapour. 

Antitoxin  has  been  supplied,  on  application,  to  the  medical 
attendants  of  patients  not  in  a position  to  pay  for  it  themselves. 

Bacteriological  examinations  in  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria, 
Typhoid  Fever  and  Tuberculosis  were  done  by  the  Clinical  Research 
Association.  All  insanitary  conditions,  found  in  infected  houses, 
were  dealt  with  by  the  Inspector. 

Non -notifiable  infectious  Diseases. — These  were  not  very 
much  in  evidence  during  the  year,  but  odd  cases  of  Measles,  Whoop- 
ing Cough  and  Chicken  Pox  appeared  at  times. 

There  w’as,  so  far  as  I know,  no  closure  of  schools  during  the 
year  on  the  score  of  contagious  or  infectious  diseases. 

Appended  are  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Reports,  a table  of  the 
causes  of  death  and  the  birth  statistics. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  J.  FLETCHER. 
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CASTLE  DONINGTON 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

i — i 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  1925. 


TOTAL  No.  of  complaints  received  during  the  year,  32. 

,,  ,,  inspections  made  for  all  purposes,  1,908. 

„ ,,  notices  served,  435.  Informal,  389.  Statutory,  46. 

,,  ,,  summonses  issued,  none. 

,,  „ convictions  obtained,  none. 


Insanitary  Houses  : — 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 

Smoke  Nuisances 
Overcrowding  ... 
Offensive  accumulations 


No.  inspected  ...  ...  10 

No.  cleansed  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  observations  ...  2 

Nuisances  abated  ...  2 

No.  of  houses  inspected  4 

Nuisances  abated  ...  4 

No.  inspected  ...  ...  47 

Nuisances  abated  ...  47 


Closet  accommodation  : — 

Total  No.  in  district  at  end  of  the 
year 

Privies  (middens)  

Pail  or  Earth  Closets  ... 

Water  Closets  ... 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  : — 

Drains,  drain-traps,  etc. 

Cesspools  

99  • ••  * * * * * * 


(1)  privies  ...  ...  476 

(2)  pail  closets  ...  18 

(3)  W.C.’s  606 

No.  of  new  provided  ... 

No.  repaired  ...  ...  47 

No.  converted  to  pails 
No.  converted  to  W.C.’s  — 

No.  of  new  provided  ...  — 

No.  converted  to  W.C.’s  6 

No.  of  new  provided  ...  8 


No.  inspected  ...  ...  768 

Nuisances  abated  ...  96 

No.  repaired,  cleansed,  etc.  — 
No.  abolished  and  con- 
nected to  sewer  ... 
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Scavenging  : — 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of  ? 

Is  refuse  destructor  available  ? 
Ashpits  ... 

Ashbins  ... 


Carted  on  the  land. 

No. 

No.  of  new  provided  ...  10 
No.  converted  to  ashbins  — 
No.  of  new  provided... 


Water  Supply  : — 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ditto  condemned 

Wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  No.  closed 

No.  cleansed,  repaired, 
etc. 

No.  of  instances  where  public  supply  was  instituted  for  the 
well  

Infectious  Diseases  : — 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  No.  inspected  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  inspections  ...  53 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  24 

No.  of  school  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

The  arrangements  for  disinfection  are  (bedding)  Formalin 
Lamps  ; and  (premises)  Disinfectants. 


Regulated  Buildings,  Trades, 

etc.  : — 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

...  ...  . . . 

— 

Canal  Boats 

No.  of  inspections 

• . . 

General  condition 

good. 

Offensive  Trades 

Knacker  yards 

2 

Food  Supply  : — 

No.  of  seizures  ... 

Meat 

. . . — 

Other  ... 

— 

No . of  summonses  issued 

Meat 

— 

Other  ... 

...  — 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  ... 

Meat 

...  — 

Other  ... 

— 

No.  of  parcels  surrendered 

Meat  

— 

Other  

...  — 

No.  of  carcases  condemned  for 

Tuberculosis  ... 

— 

Other  diseases  ... 

— 

State  arrangements  for  disposal  of  condemned  meat  : 

cut 

up  as  soon  as  condemned  and  boiled  down. 

<M 
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Private  Slaughter  Houses  ...  No.  registered,  1920  ...  12 

„ Jan. 1925  14 

„ Dec.  1925  16 

No.  licensed,  1920  ...  — 

„ Jan.,  1925  — 

„ Dec.,  1925  — 


General  condition  of  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  good. 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  347 

No.  of  contraventions  of  bye-laws  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Ha^  public  abattoir  been  established  ? ...  ...  ...  No. 

No.  of  inspections  of  meat  at  ,ime  of  slaughter  ...  ...  262 


State  arrangements  for  inspection  at  time  of  slaughter  : on 
killing  days  in  the  slaughter  houses. 

Meat  marking — Has  approval  been  given  ? ...  ...  — 

Meat  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  No.  of  inspections 

No.  of  contraventions 

found  ...  ...  — 

Meat  Shops,  Stores,  etc.  ...  No.  of  inspections 

No.  of  contraventions 

found  ...  ...  — 

Meat  Transport  and  Handling  No.  of  contraventions 

found  ...  ...  — 

Total  No.  of  inspections  of  places  where  food  (other  than 

meat)  is  kept  or  prepared  for  sale  ...  ...  ...  54 

No.  of  contraventions 

found  ...  ...  2 

Are  existing  powers  adequate  ? 


Milk  Supply  : — (Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order, 
1885-1889,  etc.).  (Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment  Act), 

1922.) 

Have  regulations  been  adopted  ? ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes. 

Has  Veterinary  inspector  been  appointed  ? Can  be  called  in 

if  necessary. 


Retail  Purveyors  : — 

(a)  No.  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  Premises — Total  No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  98 

No.  of  contraventions  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  found  to  require  ...  (a)  Cleansing  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Structural  or  sanitary 

improvements  ...  — 
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Wholesale  Traders  and  Producers  : — 

(a)  No.  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

(b)  Premises — No.  of  inspections  made  : — 

(1)  Total  462 

(2)  During  milking  time  289 
No.  of  .contraventions 

found  ...  ...  34 

No.  found  to  require  ...  ...  (1)  Cleansing  ...  ...  28 

(2)  Structural  or  sanitary 
improvements  ...  6 

No.  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination  : — 
Total  No.  of  milch  cows  in  district  ...  ...  ...  1,454 

Legal  proceedings  ...  ...  No.  of  summonses  issued  — 

No.  of  convictions 

obtained  ...  ...  — 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923  : — 

Licences  (a)  No.  issued  (give  No.  under  respective 

designations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  No.  withdrawn  by  Sanitary  Authority  (give 
No.  under  respective  designations  and  reasons 
for  withdrawal) 

(c)  No.  refused  and  reasons  for  refusal  ...  — 

Examinations  (a)  Bacteriological  : — 

No.  of  samples  taken  from  distributors  (give  No.  under 

respective  designations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Veterinary: — Total  No.  made 

No.  of  milch  cows  found  to  be  suffering  with  : — 

(a)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Tuberculosis  of  udder  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Other  diseases  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 

State  types  of  apparatus  licensed  for  the  pasteurisation  of 

milk  (if  any)  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  — 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901  : — 

Workshops,  No.  on  Register  (to  include  bakehouses)  ...  53 

No.  of  nuisances  abated  8 

Bakehouses  No.  on  register  ...  14 

Sanitary  condition  good. 

No.  of  nuisances  abated  2 

Homework  No.  of  outworkers  ...  158 

Legal  proceedings  ...  ...  No.  of  summonses  issued  — 

No.  of  convictions 

obtained — 
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Adoptive  Acts — Bye-laws  and  Regulations  : — 

(Attach  a list  of  adoptive  Acts,  bye-laws,  and  local  regulations 
relating  to  public  health  in  force  for  the  district,  with  date  of 
adoption.) 

Special  Investigations,  etc.  : — 

State  if  Ihere  have  been  any  special  investigations  or 
reports  during  the  year  ... 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  : — 

If  appointed  to  act  as  officer 

No.  of  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894 — 1909  : — 

If  appointed  to  act  as  officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  visits  paid 


HOUSING. 

No.  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  b)  5 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts...  1 

(1)  By  the  Local 

Authority  ...  ...  — 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or 

persons  ...  ...  ,6 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses  : — 

I.  — Inspection. 

(1.)  Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)...  28 

(2.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 

(3.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  4 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  


4 
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III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 
1925. 

(1.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs 
(2.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
(3.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declara- 
tions by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied... 

(2.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1.)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 
orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses 
having  been  rendered  fit  ... 

(4.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
demolition  orders  were  made 
(5.)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  demolition  orders 

T.  J.  FLETCHER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March  18th,  1926. 


FRANCIS  HALLADAY, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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CIVILIANS  ONLY. 


Causes  of  Death — 37-29. 


Castle  Donington  R.D.,  1925. 


Causes  of  Death.  M.  F. 

All  Causes  35  46 

Enteric  fever  — — 

Small  Pox  — — 

Measles  — — 

Scarlet  fever  — — 

Whooping  cough  ...  — — 

Diphtheria  — — 

Influenza 4 2 

Encephalitis  lethar- 

gica  — — 

Meningococcal  menin- 
gitis   — — 

Tuberculosis  of  res- 
piratory system  ...  2 — 

Other  tuberculous 

diseases  — — 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease 3 4 

Rheumatic  fever  ...  — — 

Diabetes  — — 

Cerebral  haemorrhage, 

etc 2 2 

Heart  disease 6 12 

Arterio-sclerosis  ...  4 5 

Bronchitis 2 2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  3 3 

Other  respiratory 

diseases  — 1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

duodenum  — — 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under 

2 years)  — — 


Causes  of  Death. 
Appendicitis  and 

typhlitis  

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 
Acute  and  chronic 

nephritis  

Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  accidents  and 
diseases  of  preg- 
nancy and  parturi- 
tion   

Congenital  debility 
and  malformation, 
premature  birth  ... 

Suicide  

Other  deaths  from 
violence 

Other  defined  diseases 
Causes  ill-defined  or 

unknown  

Special  causes  inclu- 
ded above) — 
Poliomyelitis  . . . 
Polioencephalitis 
Deaths  of  Infants  un- 
der 1 year — 

Total  

Illegitimate 

Total  Births  

Legitimate  

Illegitimate 

Population 


M.  F. 


2 1 


1 — 
— 1 

2 — 
4 13 


1 2 


59  61 
58  59 
1 2 
6,379 


General  Register  Office, 

Somerset  House, 

London,  W.C.2. 


March,  1926. 


16 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

In  attempting  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  above  I am 
reminded  of  the  parody  on  one  of  Mrs.  Hemans’  poems  that 
appeared  in  “ Punch  ” in  the  early  ’eighties,  beginning 

" The  cottage  homes  of  England, 

How  nastily  they  smell  ; 

There’s  fever  in  the  cesspool, 

And  danger  in  the  well.” 

I am  glad  to  point  out  the  man}/  improvements  in  sanitation 
that  have  taken  place  since  these  lines  were  written,  even  though 
we  have  perhaps  not  yet  arrived  at  the  “ Counsel  of  Perfection.” 

As  regards  Water. — The  supply  is  good  and  sufficient 
throughout  the  District  ; except  in  outstanding  villages,  wells  are 
being  disused.  There  is  a constant  supply  of  water  obtained  from 
the  Long  Eaton  Urban  Council.  The  number  of  houses  supplied 
in  this  way  being  1,157.  I do  not  know  of  any  possibilities  of 
contamination  so  far  as  tap  water  is  concerned.  The  action  taken 
with  regard  to  water  is  referred  to  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report. 

Drainage— Sewage. — In  Castle  Donington  and  Kegworth  this 
is  disposed  of  by  filter  beds  ; in  the  other  villages  it  goes  into  the 
brooks.  Closet  accommodation. — See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 
Six  privies  during  the  year  have  been  converted  into  W.C.’s.  There 
are  still  seven  dry-earth  closets  in  the  area,  otherwise  privy  middens 
are  used  when  required. 

Scavenging. — I must  say  that  the  present  arrangement  is 
inefficient.  The  question  of  the  provision  of  a public  scavenger  for 
the  whole  District  has  been  raised  but  it  was  not  approved  of. 
The  refuse  is  for  the  most  part  carted  away  by  scavengers  on  to  the 
land  at  irregular  intervals.  There  is  no  public  provision  at  present 
for  the  cleansing  and  clearing  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ash  pits, 
and  cesspools  ; this  is  done,  I believe,  either  by  the  occupiers  them- 
selves, or  by  private  arrangement  with  unofficial  scavengers. 

House  refuse  is  collected  and  carried  away  officially,  weekly 
generally,  but,  in  some  cases,  monthly.  There  are  no  houses  where 
movable  ashbins  with  proper  coverings  are  substituted,  or  have 
been  substituted,  in  recent  years  for  fixed  receptacles. 
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Premises  and  occupations  controlled  bye-laws  and  regu- 
lations.— For  fuller  information  on  this  matter  please  refer  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

There  are  in  the  District  : — 

98  Milk  purveyors  and  18  retailers. 

14  Slaughter  houses. 

No  lodging  houses. 

No  action  has  been  taken  or  needed  with  reference  to  offensive 
trades. 

There  are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms  in  the  District. 

Housing. — The  shortage  of  houses  is  considerable,  but  I am 
not  able  to  give  an  estimate  as  to  the  extent.  To  meet  the  demand 
for  new  dwellings  four  Council  houses  have  been  built  at  Kegworth 
of  recent  years,  seven  subsidy  houses  are  in  the  course  of  erection, 
and  the  Councillors  are  passing  plans  for  the  building  of  twelve  more 
houses.  There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the  population  during 
the  past  six  years,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  an  alteration  in 
the  future  in  this  respect. 

Overcrowding. — The  situation  is  acute.  I cannot  estimate 
the  extent,  but  it  has  been  steadily  growing  since  1919. 

The  causes  are  : (1)  The  shortage  of  houses  ; (2)  early 

marriages  and  steady  increase  of  the  birth  rate  over  the  death  rate  ; 
(3)  the  failure  of  members  of  families  to  reside  out  of  the  District, 
even  when  their  employment  is  outside  its  boundary. 

The  onfy  means  taken  to  remedy  the  above  have  been  the 
repairing  and  enlargement  of  unfit  dwellings  so  far  as  may  be,  and 
the  building  attempts  before  referred  to.  Four  cases  of  over- 
crowding were  noted  by  our  Sanitary  Inspector  during  1925  and 
dealt  with  by  him  as  well  as  could  be. 

There  is  a large  proportion  of  unfit  houses  in  the  District. 
Very  little  building  has  been  done  of  late  years,  and  many  of  the 
cottages  are  old  and  badly  ventilated,  with  insufficient  closet 
accommodation.  Some  of  these  defects  are  due  to  the  neglect  or 
inability  of  the  owners,  but  more,  I think,  to  the  apathy  of  the 
tenants,  some  of  whom  do  not  seem  able  to  realize  the  importance 
of  adequate  housing,  and,  of  course,  the  dread  of  becoming  homeless 
is  ever  present  with  them.  So  far  as  possible,  unfit  houses  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  and  the  Housing  Act  have  been  repaired 
and  relet.  No  special  action  has  been  taken  by  the  local 
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authority  to  secure  improved  management  of  property  by  owners 
or  better  care  of  the  same  by  tenants. 

The  same  answer  applies  to  (a)  overcrowding  ; (b)  insanitary 
property  ; (c)  housing  ; (d)  also  no  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
authority  to  provide  information  as  to  the  proper  use  of  fittings 
(e.g.  sinks,  water  closets,  etc.) ; also  nothing  has  been  done  in  con- 
nection with  the  disposal  of  household  refuse,  so  far  as  possible,  by 
burning. 

Housing  statistics  for  the  year  1925  : — Six  houses  were 
erected  in  this  area  during  the  year — one  of  them  being  with  State 
assistance  under  the  Housing  Act. 

The  total  number  of  unfit  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects 
(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  was  28. 

No  house  was  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  The  number  of 
dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  was  ;our. 

Milk. — All  the  information  I can  give  about  milk  will  be 
found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

I am  not  in  a position  to  question  the  general  adequacy  of  the 
arrangements  for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  pure  and  wholesome 
milk. 

Meat. — Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  inspection  of 
meat  at  the  slaughter  houses  on  killing  days. 

All  stalls,  shops,  stores,  and  vehicles  connected  with  the  sale 
of  meat  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

The  number  of  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  area,  at  the 
dates  mentioned  below,  is  as  follows  : — 

In  1920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  1925- 
Registered  ...  12  14  16 

Licensed  ...  — 

The  number  of  houses,  so  far  as  is  known,  built  and  improved 
during  the  last  six  years  is  as  follows  : — 

In  1920  (no  information) 


1921  ...  1 

1922  ...  1 

1923  ...  5 

1924  ...  2 

1925  ...  6 


I!) 


Such,  gentlemen,  is  as  complete  a survey  as  1 can  arrive  at  of 
the  provision  that  has  been  made  in  the  Castle  Donington  District 
under  your  direction  during  the  past  six  years.  I think  we  have 
every  reason  to  be  thankful  for  increasing  expectation  of  life  and 
the  marvellous  improvement  in  its  conditions  that  is  steadily  going 
on  in  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  England  and,  for  all  I know,  in  all 
His  Majesty’s  Dominions.  I hope,  and  feel  sure,  that  the  know- 
ledge of  these  things  will  stimulate  us  to  greater  efforts  to  keep 
public  hygiene  and  preventive  medicine  well  in  line  with,  if  not 
ahead  of,  other  schemes  for  promoting  the  happiness  and  wel^re 
of  the  people  around  us. 

May  I say  that  the  nearest  approach  to  the  ideal  in  this  matter 
depends  not  merely  on  yourselves,  your  Medical  Officer,  and  your 
Sanitary  Inspector# , but  that  it  needs  the  active  co-operation  of  the 
householder,  by  whose  help  alone  can  insanitary  conditions  be 
thoroughly  ventilated  and  removed.  Satisfaction  with  unhealthy 
surroundings  is,  of  all  things,  to  be  deprecated. 


I have  again  the  pleasure  and  privilege  to  subscribe  myself, 


April  10th,  1926. 


Yours  faithfully  and  obediently, 

T.  J.  FLETCHER. 
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